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PREFACE. 



Though innumerable comments on the political 
bearing of modern events appear in the Newspa- 
pers ; yet few attempts are made to expound the 
spiritual lessons which we should endeavour to 
learn from the remarkable occurrences of these 
eventful days. 

The clergy often feel the want of little books for 
distribution written with the view of assisting the 
reader to derive religious instruction from the 
peculiar circumstances of our own times. 

It is to supply the deficiency thus indicated that 
the author ventures to put forth the present little 
publication. 

The plan which the author has attempted to 
carry out in several of these Readings has been to 
take for his text^ as it were^ the circumstances of 
some interesting modem events and thence to 
deduce important lessons of practical Christianity. 

The author quite feels that it must be for others 
to decide whether those important lessons are 
effectively taught by the plan here adopted. 

Thetfordy January 8Uf, 1856. 
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READING I. 



THE THREE SCOURGES. 



IN all ages the Almighty has employed 
the sword, the famine, and the pestilence 
as the instruments of punishing the inhabi- 
tants of the world for their iniquity. 

Sometimes the Lord brings war upon a 
country, and says ^^Sword, go through the 
land." Ezek. xiv. 17. 

At another time the language of the 
Almighty is, ^^Son of man, when the land 
sinneth against me by trespassiag grie- 
viously, then will I stretch out mine hand 
upon it, and will break the staff of the bread 
thereof, and will send famine upon it, and 
will cut off man and beast frgm it." Ibid. 
VERSE 13. 
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At another time the Most High ^^sends a 
pestilence into the land, and pours out his 
fiiry upon it in blood, to cut off from it 
both man and beast." lUd. verse 19. 

Before the captivity of Babylon the Lord 
had given to the Jews many and oft re- 
peated warnings, both by the voice of his 
prophets and by the corrections of his rod, 
and He had thereby assured them that, if 
they still continued impenitent, their tem- 
ple would be destroyed, their coimtry made 
desolate, and they themselves carried into 
captivity. 

Such however was the hardness of their 
hearts, that they neither regarded the 
warnings of the prophets, nor the teaching 
of the Divine chastisements. 

That they did not repent is evident from 
the language of Jeremiah contained in the 
words, "0 Lord are not thine eyes upon 
the truth? Thou hast stricken them, but 
they have not grieved ; thou hast consumed, 
them, but they have refused to receive cor- 
rection: they have made their faces harder 
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than a rock ; they have refused to return. 
Jeremiah v. 3. 

But the Jews are not the only people to 
whom these words may justly be applied : 
These sayings may with equal truth be 
affirmed of the people of every nation who 
repent not, and return not to the Lord, 
notwithstanding the public chastisements 
with which they «re visited. 

The calamities which of late years have 
befallen the English people — ^at one time a 
malady prevalent among the cattle — ^at an- 
other time the potato blight, which has 
now continued more or less for many years 
in succession- — several severe visitations of 
cholera — and, more recently, the great 
slaughter and disasters which befel our 
troops soon after the commencement of the 
present war— all these things are the in- 
struments employed by the Almighty for 
our correction. 

That no one of these events has happened 
by chance and that they greatly err who as- 
cribe these calamities to second causes, in- 
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stead of referring them to the chastening* 
hand of God — ^will be allowed as an undoubt- 
ed truth by every one who firmly believes in 
that special providence which the Scriptures 
expressly declare to be exercised by the 
Almighty. 

The very word plague (which Hterally 
means a stroke or blow) was an acknow- 
ledgement by our forefathers, (who first 
used the word to express their idea of a 
pestilence) that all calamities are inflicted 
by the, special providence of God, and that 
these events are not to be ascribed to se- 
cond causes, which are nothing more than 
the instruments employed by the ilost High 
for the execution of his aUwise purposes. 

"There are those who will not hear of great pestilen- 
ces being God's scourges for men's sins; who fain 
would find out natural causes for them, and account 
for them by the help of these. I remember it was thus 
with many during our fearful visitations from the 
cholera. They may do so, or imagine that they do so; 
yet every time they use the word *plague', they im- 
plicitly own the fact which they are endeavouring to 
deny ; for *plague' means properly and according to 
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its derivation, *blow', or 'stroke'; and was a title 
given to these terrible diseases, because the great 
universal conscience of men, which is never at fault, 
believed and confessed that these were 'strokes' or 
*blows' inflicted by God on a guilty and rebellious 
world. — Revd. B. C. Trench^ on the study of 
words, 37. 

It is undoubtedly true that those public 
calamities to which I have referred are the 
corrections of the Divine rod, inflicted for 
an allwise purpose upon the English people. 

To the important question — ^Is there good 
reason to think that these corrections have 
produced upon the people of this nation 
that effect which they were mercifully in- 
tended to produce ? I reply, There are very 
strong grounds for believing that hitherto 
they have not done so. 

I come to this conclusion from the fact 
that these calamities have followed one 
another in very rapid succession, — ^the great 
slaughter and mortality amongst our troops 
in the Crimea having very quickly succeed- 
ed the destructive ravages of the cholera 
in the autumn of 1854. 
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Now, since "God does not afflict willingly, 
nor grieve the children of men", we have 
scriptural grounds for concluding that, the 
first visitation having failed to lead the 
people of this nation to a timely repentance, 
the second chastisement — namely, the cal- 
amities which befel our troops at the seat of 
war— was inflicted so quickly after the 
pestilence. 

"0 Lord, are not thine eyes upon the 
truth" : These words when taken in con- 
nection Tvdtli those that follow, plainly teach 
us that, when the Lord chastises nations or 
individuals, He watches^ as it were, the 
effect which that chastisement produces 
upon the persons chastised, (as a physician 
watches the effect of a medicine which he 
has prescribed) ; and if one chastisement is 
not found to produce the desired effect, then 
undoubtedly it will be quickly followed by 
another. 

The words which describe the Lord as 
directing his eyes towards those whom He 
chastens in order to observe the effect pro- 
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duced upon them by the corrections of his 
rod, exactly agree with those words of 
Scripture wherein we read, ^^The Lord 
looked down from Heaven upon the children 
of men to see if there were any that did un- 
derstand, and seek God. They are all gone 
aside, they are all together become filthy ; 
there is none that doeth good, no, not one." 
Psalm XIV. 2. 3. 

Here some may be disposed to say, ^ We 
are quite willing to admit that there is good 
reason for believing that Repast corrections 
of the Almighty have not hitherto been re- 
ceived in a proper spirit by the greater part , 
of the people of this country, but still we 
cannot see how we can remedy thatj form- 
ing as we do so small a portion of the 
community at large : Therefore we cannot 
see that we are responsible for tlie conduct 
of the generality of the English people". 

To this objection I answer- — ^We are 
only concerned in this question so far as 
regards the share which our own sins and 
impenitence have had in provoking the 
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righteous judgments of God against the 
people of this country ; and therefore the 
practical question for our consideration is 
not, what has been the conduct of the generality 
of the English people under the public correc- 
tions of the A Imighty .^" That is not the ques- 
tion which we have to consider ; The 
question which we ought to ask ourselves 
is one which will bring the matter home to 
our own consciences since it enquires, what 
effect have the affliction's with which we have 
been personally visited produced upon our- 
selves ? In other words, How have we 
received the corrections of God's rod ? Have 
we taken our troubles in good part ? Have 
we received the divine correction in such a 
humble and resigned spirit, that by the 
help of God's grace, they have wrought in 
us not the mere sorrow of the world, but 
that godly sorrow which leadeth to repen- 
tance unto salvation, not to be repented of. 
In brief. Have we made use of our past 
sorrows as a means in God's hand of cor- 
recting and amending in us whatsoever was 
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offensive in the eyes of our Heavenly- 
Father ? or, is the reverse of all this the 
truth ? When we come to look back upon 
the various personal afflictions with which 
we have been visited, must we not acknow- 
ledge that our state is truly described by 
the words, "Thou hast stricken them, but 
they have not grieved ; thou hast consum- 
ed them, but they have refiised to receive 
correction : They have made their faces 
harder than a rock ; they have refused to 
return." 

Let us then impaxtiaUy ask ourselves, what 
effect has God^s correction hitherto produced in 
us as individuals ? That this is the gramd 
practical question for us to consider is evident 
from the fact, that if we have not profited 
by those special chastisements which we have 
individually received, we certainly are among 
the number of those who have had a con- 
siderahle share in provoking the pMic 
chastisements of God against our country. 

Bear with me then, reader, whilst I endea- 
vour to assist you in the important inquiry, 
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How far have you profited by, or rebelled 
against, those personal coirections of God's 
rod. with which as an individual vou have 
been visited? 

If your troubles have produced the mere 
sorrow of the w^orZt/, then youmay indeedhave 
been humbled by, but you will not have be- 
come humhk under, the Divine correction. 

The state of persons very severely chas- 
iised, so as to be humbled to the dust and 
yet not truly humble in hearty is the very state 
so forcibly described in the words, '^Thou 
hast stricken them, but they have not grie- 
ved ; thou hast consiuned them, but they 
have refused to receive correction". Grie- 
ved — deeply grieved — ^we have undoubtedly 
been when visited by affliction and calamity; 
but is there not reason to fear that our grief 
has been often the mere sorrow of the 
world ? Sorry indeed — exceedingly sorry — 
we have been in our troubles ; but is there 
not reason to fear that we have sorrowed 
more on account of the pain and anguish 
occasioned by our trials, than on account 
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of having displeased our gracious God by 
our transgressions? Have we not been 
more sorry for our miseries — ^which are the 
fiiiits and effects of sin — ^than for having ♦ 
ungratefully sinned against our greatest 
and best benefactor ? 

No '^doubt we have hated — ^most cor- 
dially hated — ^the suffering and wretched- 
ness which we have been called upon to 
bear ; but have we felt any real hatred for 
our sins, which have most justly provoked 
God's wrath and indignation against us ? 
And if, in examining ourselves, we shall 
find this to be a correct description of the 
way in which we have received our past 
troubles, let us pray for grace to enable us 
to avoidjhis couduct for the future. Let 
U5 earnestly supplicate the Holy Spirit to 
convert our souls and to change our hearts, 
that henceforth we may receive our afflic- 
tions not only with meekness and resigna- 
tion, but even with thanksgiving : Let us 
beseech the Holy Spirit to grant that our 
future troubles may be the means in his 
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hand of causing ns to hate sin : Then we 
shall loathe ourselves on account of our 
transgressions, and then we shall be able 
to say with Job when his afflictions had 
wrought their perfect work, ^'I abhor my- 
self, and repent in dust and ashes". 

It is the bounden duty of all persons to 
be continually looking into their reUgious 
state, and to be constantly endeavouring by 
a diligent and impartial self-examination 
to ascertain how matters stand between God 
and their own souls. When however it 
pleases the Almighty to lay his correcting 
hand upon any individual — ^that individual 
should regard it as a special call upon him 
to examine himself and his state both to- 
wards God, and towards man ; so that accus- 
ing^andcondemning himself forhisown faults 
he may find mercy at our Heavenly Father's 
hand for Christ's sake, and not be accused 
and condemned at the day of judgment. 

When, moreover, it shall so happen that 
the judgments of God are directed not 
against here and there an individual, but 
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against the people of a nation — ^when it 
shall please the Almighty in consequence of 
the sins and provocations of the inhabitants 
of any country, to send any one of his sore 
plagues upon them, namely, the famine the 
pestilence, or the sword, then all the people 
belonging to that nation should consider it 
as a special call from Heaven urging them 
to consider their doings, and to turn from 
the error of their ways. Then they should 
regard themselves as especially called upon 
by God to acknowledge and bewail their 
manifold sins and transgressions, and to re- 
solve henceforth by help of Divine grace, to 
forsake those sins which have drawn down 
the heavy judgments of Almighty God upon 
their heads. Let us then consider that the 
sins of every individual in the land have 
had their share in provoking the righteous 
displeasure of the Lord against the nation 
at large, and let us implore the Most High 
of his infinite mercy for Christ's sake to turn 
from us those evils which we most righteous- 
ly have deserved, and to give us such a 

B 
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measure of his Heavenly grace as to enable 
us ever hereafter to love and serve hirn in 
all pureness of living and truth. 

I have directed your thoughts, reader, to 
those public calamities by which the English 
people have been lately chastised, and I 
have asked you to call to mind those private 
affictions with which you yourselves have 
been visited. In conclusion I would re- 
mind you that the public chastisements of 
nations, and the private afflictions of indi- 
viduals, are after all but the exhausted eflfbrts 
of the retiring storm, after its great fury has 
spent itself, as compared with the fiill tem- 
pest of the Divine wrath which fell upon 
the head of the Blessed Redeemer, and 
which he willingly endured for us men and 
our salvation when he died on the cross. 

We talk of the severity of public calam- 
ities and of private afflictions ; but how light 
are the severest of these compared with 
what the blessed Jesus endured when he 
died the just for the unjust that he might 
bring us to God ! For us men and our saJ- 
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vation he was cut off out of the land of the 
living: For the transgressions of God's 
people was he stricken : Most truly could 
he exclaim, ^^Look, ye beholders, and see 
if any sorrow was like unto my sorrow" ? 
I invite you often to meditate upon the 
Saviour's sufferings from the belief that 
such meditation may become a powerful 
means in the hands of the Holy Spirit of 
leadiug you to take in good part the chas- 
tening of the Almighty whensoever by any 
manner of adversity it shall please his gra- 
cious goodness to visit you. 

I feel assured that meditations on the 
Saviour's sufferings will often cause earthly 
sorrows to appear light indeed io the faith- 
ful penitent: When such meditations are 
carried on in a spirit of prayer for the help 
of Divine grace, they will often be mstru- 
mental in bringing us to receive our troubles 
with meekness, patience, and thanksgivings 
and when thus received they will tend to 
our profit, and help us forward in the right 
way which leads to everlasting life. 



READING 11. 



FALSE SECURITY. 



ONE of the most remarkable instances 
of a large body of men neglecting to 
take the necessary precautions to avert 
impending danger was afforded by the 
English army previously to the battle of 
Inkermann. 

Though the insecurity of one side of the 
English position had become obvious to the 
keen eye of an experienced general, and 
had been pointed out by him, yet a sense 
of false security seems to have deluded the 
army, and no steps were taken to guard 
against the enemy's sudden attack of the 
unprotected post. 
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"It had rained almost incessantly the night before, 
and the early morning gave no promise of any cessa- 
tion of the heavy showers which had fallen for the 
previous four-and-twenty hours. The fog and vapours 
of the drifting rain were so thick as the morning broke , 
that one could scarcely see two yards before him". 

"At four o'clock the bells of the churches in Sebas- 
topol were heard ringing drearily through the cold 
night air, but the occurence has been so usual that it 
excited no particular attention. During the night, 
however, a sharp-eared sergeant on an outlying picket 
of the Light Division heard the sounds of wheels in the 
valley below, as though they were approaching the 
position up the hill." — Mr. TT. H. RusseIVs Letters 
to the Times, p. 246. 

Though the sergeant duly reported in the 
morning what he had heard, yet as nobody 
apprehended any danger, no steps were ta- 
ken in consequence of his report. 

"It was supposed that the sound arose from ammu- 
nition carts or arabas going into Sebastopol by the 
Inkermann road. No one suspected for a moment 
that enormous masses of Eussians were creeping up 
the rugged sides of the heights over the valley of 
Inkermann, on the undefended flank of the Second 
Division. There all was security and repose. Little 
did the slumbering troops in camp imagine that a 
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subtle and indefatigable enemy were bringing into 
position an overwhelming artillery, ready to play npon 
their tents at the first glimpse of daylight. It must 
be observed that Sir De Lacy Evans had long been 
aware of the insecurity of this portion of our position, 
and had repeatedly pointed it out to those whose duty 
it was to guard against the dangers which threatened 
us. It was the only ground where we were exposed to 
surprise, for a number of ravines and unequal curves 
in the slope of the hill towards the valley lead up to 
the crest and summit, against the adverse side of 
which our right flank was resting, without guns, in- 
trenchments, abattis, or outlying defence of any kind. 
Every one admitted the truth of the representations 
addressed to the authorities on this subject ; but indo- 
lence, or a sense of false security, and an overweening 
confidence, led to indifference and procrastination." — 
Ihul, p. 246. 

An army which, from a sense of false 
security, neglects to fortify an undefended 
portion of its position, though repeatedly 
warned of the danger of such neglect, af- 
fords an apt illustration of the conduct of 
those careless christians who, though war- 
ned of their insecurity, neglect to take 
the necessary precautions to enable them 
successfully to defend their faith against 
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the assaults of the infidel^ the traditionist, 
and the rationalist. 

There are many professing Christians 
who, though warned of their unprepared 
state to defend their faith against the at- 
tacks of the unbeliever, or the misbeliever 
(as Sir De Lacy Evans warned the English 
army against the weak and defenceless state 
of one side of their position at Inkermann) 
are nevertheless found to delude themselves 
by a sense of false security. 

Their reply to such warnings is substan- 
tially this : — ^^I do not see any necessity for 
taking any steps," ; and thus by neglecting 
precautionary measures they are found to 
give way before the sudden attack of the 
infidel, or the misbeliever ; and in conse- 
quence of that neglect they find that if their 
faith is not entirely overthrown by their 
adversaries, they win a very hard and 
dearly bought victory. 

It is against the fatal error of being un- 
prepared to defend our faith against the 
assaults of the infidel, the traditionist, or 
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the rationaKst, that St. Paul so earnestly 
warns all Christians in the words, ^ ^Beware 
lest any man spoil you through philosophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not 
after Christ. For in Him dwelleth all the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily". Colossians 
n. 8-9. 

I. The objections of the infidel are truly 
described by the words, "philosophy and 
vain deceit", or, as the expression might be 
translated, '^a vain and deceitftJ philoso- 
phy». 

That that philosophy which rejects the 
Gospel is a deceitftd philosophy, or a vain 
deceit, is abundantly evident fi'om the effects 
which it produces on the hearts and Kves of 
those who imbibe its deadly principles. 

All the fine promises of happiness which 
infidel philosophy holds out to the hopes of 
its dupes are altogether delusive and decep- 
tive : The truth of this statement is proved 
by the utter incapability of such infidel 
philosophy to aflford any real support to 
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the mind under the troubles and sorrows of 
life, or in the hour of death : And so far is 
such philosophy from being able to render 
any of its followers happy — ^the most zea- 
lous of its votaries have found themselves 
the fiirther removed from content and 
happiness the more they have pursued it. 

II. The system of the traditionist is also 
well described by St. Paul in the words 
^^after the tradition of men". What is it 
which the traditionists have to urge, in 
order to shake the simple faith of one who 
holds the truth as it is in Jesus, and who 
has received his faith from the pure word 
of God, — ^if it be not a dependence upon 
the traditions of men, in which they place 
unbounded confidence, instead of drawing 
their faith at once from the Scriptures them- 
selves and going directly to the fountain 
head of inspiration. 

III. The system of the rationalisty more- 
over, cannot better be described than as a 
system ''after the rudiments of the world. 

By a rationalist I mean one who professes 
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to admit the truth of the Scriptures, but who, 
whilst doing so, employs all his worldly- 
wisdom in explaining away all that is mir- 
aculous in the Scripture miracles, and all 
that is above reason in the Scripture doc- 
trines. 

By this process the Godhead of the 
Blessed Saviour is denied^ the doctrine 
of the atonement is evacuated, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ is esteemed as a great 
teacher, and as nothing more. 

In modem days Germany has long been 
the strong hold of rationalism^ and the con- 
sequence of its prevalence has been that 
vital Christianity has gone to utter decay 
in many of the Protestant congregations 
of Germany — ^and a large number of them 
are for the most part destitute of all spi- 
ritual life. No greater proof can be given 
of the fatal errors of the traditionist and 
the rationalist than the fact that wherever 
they prevail they are sure to promote infi- 
delity to an awftd extent. 

How important then that every Christian 
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should be prepared to defend his faith 
against the assaults of infidelity and error : 
But here a diflSculty presents itself, which 
may be thus expressed. ^^How is it possible 
for every Christian to acquire the infor- 
mation necessary to refute every objection 
which learned infidels, or misbelievers, may 
make to the Gospel ? A large majority of 
Christians have not the time, even if they 
have the abilities, to acquire the learning 
necessary for such a task. If therefore the 
majority of Christians would avoid injuring 
a good cause by a weak and inadequate 
defence, must they not in all prudence 
decline discussion with the infidel and 
misbeliever ; and instead of attempting to 
reply to their objections, must they not 
refer their opponents for an answer to the 
learned and able advocates of Christianity?" 
To this objection I answer — No Christian 
is at liberty to decline all contest with the 
opponents of Christianity ; but, on the con- 
trary, it is the duty of every man "to be 
ready always to give an answer to every 
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man that asketh him a reason of the hope 
that is in him with meekness and fear." 

It is true that we are required not to enter 
into any contest with the temptations of 
sin — ^when assaulted by the alluring seduc- 
tions of the world and the flesh our only 
safety is in flight; but even the humblest 
and most unlearned Christian is not at 
liberty thus to decline all contest with the 
assaults of error. In asserting however that 
every Christian is bound to defend his faith 
against the attacks of the unbeliever and 
misbeliever, and that unless he so defends 
himself he is unworthy the name of a 
Christian, I must not be understood to as- 
sert that it is the duty of every Christian 
to make himself master of the arguments 
by which learned objectors are refuted — 
since such a course is clearly impossible 
with reference to the great majority of 
Christians. Hear the words of an able 
modem writer on this part of the subject. 

*'It is certain that if to be a Christian it is necessary 
to be able to answer every objection, there are few, very 
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few. Christians. In the case supposed, there could 
not be many, even though all Christians were to become 
profoundly learned, for nothing hinders infidels from 
acquiring the same advantages; and hence on any 
given subject the learned Christian might find his 
master. And how would you make all Christians pro- 
foundly learned ? How would you give all of them 
the faculties, the leisure, the necessary dispositions? 
The supposition is absurd.*' — Etudes Evangeliques 
par. A. ViNET. fEng. Trans. J 

What then is meant when it is maintained 
that no Christian (however humble and im- 
leamed) ought to decline to defend his faith 
against the attacks of the infidel and mis- 
believer ? 

^' My meaning is not that he should consider himself 
bound to expose the weakness or falsehood of every 
argument, it is enough, \f to the reasons on which 
infidelity rests, he respectfully and meekly opposes 
the reasons on which he grounds hisfaith,^^ — Ibid, 

As the meaning of any abstract statement 
is more clearly illustrated by an example, 
I will here mention a circumstance which I 
heard narrated some years ago. 
c 
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An infidel philosopher once entered into 
conversation with a poor shepherd, whom 
he met in the course of a coimtry walk. 
The philosopher finding the poor man in- 
telligent for his station in life, introduced 
the subject of religion into the conversation, 
and by some very subtle infidel arguments 
endeavoured to instil into the shepherd's 
mind doubts of the truth of Christianity. 
The poor man heard him to the end of his 
speech, and, when he had concluded it, is 
said to have addressed him in some such 
language as the following : 

^^ Though I have neither the learning 
nor the abilities to refute your objections to 
the truth of the Christian reKgion, yet I 
must tell you that all you have said has not 
shaken my faith in Christ in the least de- 
gree, or cast a single doubt of the truth of 
the gospel into my mind. The reason is 
tiiis — during my past life I have had so 
many proofs of the truth of the gospel, not 
only in my own experience, but also firom 



% 
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what I have observed in the experience o£ 
others, that I may with truth be said not 
only to believe the gospel to be true, but to 
know it to be true." 

"How can I entertain a doubt of the 
truth of Christianity, when I am enabled 
by faith to realize the truth of its blessed 
doctrines every day and every hour of my 
life?" 

It is related that the infidel philosopher 
was so struck by the simple and earnest 
statement of the grounds of his faith which 
was given by that poor man, that he after- 
wards declared that the shepherd's simple 
account had more shaken his confidence 
in his own infidel principles than stll 
the arguments of the most learned Chris- 
tian advocates that he had ever read or 
heard. 

The foregoing statement of the grounds 
of his faith, given by the poor shepherd to 
the infidel philosopher, though it was not a 
reply by learned argument to the objections 
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of the imbeKever, was nevertheless an evi- 
dence of strict compKance with the exhor- 
tation of St. Paul contained in the words : 
^^ As ye have therefore received Chrifift Jesus 
the Lord, so walk ye in him, rooted and 
built up in him, and established in the faith 
as ye have been taught, abounding therein 
with thanksgiving." Cobss. ii. 6, 7. 

Every one who obeys this apostolic ex- 
hortation will effectually avoid all false 
security/ J and such a person (how unlearned 
soever) will have no reason to decline dis- 
cussion with the infidel, the traditionist, or 
the rationaHst, for though he may not be 
able to refute their objections by learned 
arguments, he will be able to give such 
solid reasons for his own faith, that none of 
his adversaries will be able to gainsay or 
resist them. To the question, how is this 
to be done ? The answer is — By not only 
receiving Christ into the heart by faith, but 
also by walking in him, by obeying his 
commandments, and by daily endeavouring 
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ourselves to follow in the blessed steps of 
his most holy life. 

Every Christian, who by God's grace 
faithftdly does this, will have no reason to 
fear the assaults of the unbeliever, and so. 
far will he be from having any doubts of 
the truth of the gospel, that he will realize 
by happy experience the truth of the words, 
" If any man will do his will he shall hnow 
of the doctrine whether it be of God." 

Would we then not be moved by the ob- 
jectionsi of the enemies of the cross of Christ? 
Then we must continually seek in earnest 
prayer the grace of the Holy Spirit to ena- 
ble us to become rooted and built up in 
Christ ; by this means our faith will become 
stedfast, and no objections will move us 
from the word of the truth of the gospel. 

Here some may object — " Does not this 
view of the subject open the flood-gates 
to fanaticism? I answer — By no means? 
Our blessed Saviour has left us an infallible 
test whereby to ascertain whether the faith 
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maintained against the imbeKevers is genu- 
ine or not: that test is expressed in the 
words, ly their Jruits ye shall know them. 

If therefore the person who professes to 
have this '^ inward faith '^ does not manifest 
the fruits of that faith in his daily conduct, 
it is evident that he is either wilfiilly at- 
tempting to deceive others, or is miserably 
deceiving himself. 

On the other hand, he who really pos- 
sesses the inward faith which he professes 
to have, will undoubtedly, by help of God's 
grace, plentifully bring forth the fruit of 
good works, and will make it his constant 
and diligent endeavour so to walk as to please 
God. 

By nothing that I have now said would 
I be understood to disparage the labours 
of those able Christian divines, who dili- 
gently employ their learning in refuting the 
objections of the infidel and the misbeliever. 
Such learned Christian advocates ought to 
be held in high esteem : nor can a more 
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honourable calling be desired than that of 
becoming one of the learned champions of 
the Christian faith. 

AU that is maintained is, that these ac- 
complished and learned defenders of our 
holy rehgion must of necessity be very few 
indeed; and that the great majority of 
Christians should defend their faith from 
the assaults of the infidel not by attempting 
to use learned arguments (of which they 
cannot be masters) but by hdng ready always 
to give an answer to every man that a^keth them 
a reason of the hope that is in them with meek- 
ness and fear ; that is, hy stating the grotmds 
on which their own faith is founded. 

Whether therefore we are assaulted by 
the objections of the infidel, the traditionist, 
or the rationalist, let us answer their objec- 
tions by plainly and meekly, stating the 
grounds on which our own faith is built ; 
and let our prayers for Divine grace be so 
earnest and diligent, that our faith in the 
hour of trial may be found to stand not 
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on the wisdom of meuy but on the power of 
God. 

If we faithfully do this, then undoubtedly 
our faith will never be overturned by any 
objections which would disparage Christ, 
from whatever quarter they may come. 

On the contrary, we shall give to all ob- 
jectors such an account of our faith in Christ 
as shall convince them that all our hopes of 
pardon and acceptance here, and of eternal 
glory hereafter, are entirely built upon the 
atoning blood and perfect righteousness of 
the blessed Redeemer. 

We shall then make it manifest by our 
daily conduct that we really do believe that 
in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Grod- 
head bodily, and that He is all our salvation 
and all om' desire. 



READING III. 



THE FALLEN TENT. 



THE Scripture metaphor which speaks 
of our mortal body under the emblem 
of a tent or tabernacle^ is no less interesting 
than instructive. 

The similitude, whichrepresentsour bodily 
fi^me as a tent, suggests to us continually 
the same idea, namely, that this world is 
only our temporary abode, and that our per- 
manent home is elsewhere ; and it sensibly 
reminds us that here we have no abiding 
city, but we seek one to come. 

A tent is not only a temporary structure, 
it is also a very frail one, since it is easily 



34 THE FALLEN TENT. 

overturned by a ^^ mighty and strong wind," 
and as easily destroyed by an enemy. 

In like manner the himian body is not 
only a temporary tabernacle for the soul, 
but is also a very frail one, and is liable to 
be destroyed by many causes which are in 
continual operation around us. 

Under these circumstances those only can 
be considered safe for eternity whose hearts 
have been renewed by the Holy Spirit, and 
whose sins have been washed away in the 
precious blood of Christy applied by repent- 
ance and faith ; and faithful penitents are 
the only persons who can truly exclaim, 
^^ We know that if our earthly house of this 
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a build- 
ing of God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens." 

Although man's condition here in earth 
is well signified by that of a traveller who 
dwells in a tent ; yet when the sojourner, 
who is the temporary occupier of a tent, is 
also a soldier, the similitude becomes still 
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more striking and exact. Indeed it will be 
found that the condition of the soul of the 
Christian, so long as it continues in the 
body, is strictly that of a military sojourner. 

That this is truly the case will be evident 
to all who consider that the Christian, so 
long as he inhabits his earthly tabernacle, 
is exposed not only to outward dangers, but 
also to the continual attacks of the enemies 
of our salvation 

The following narrative affords an apt 

illustration of the frailness and uncertain 

duration of our mortal tabernacles. 

" At every fresh blast the pole of the tent played and 
bent like a salmon rod; the canvas tugged at the 
ropes to pull them up, and the pegs yielded gently. A 
startling crack! I looked at my companions, who 
seemed determined to shut out all sound and sense by 
piling as much clothes as they could eollect over their 
heads. A roar of wind, and the pole bent till the fatal 
'crack' was heard again. * Get up. Doctor ! up with 

you ; E , the tent is coming down ! ' The Doctor 

rose from beneath his tumultis of clothes. Now, if 
there was anything in which the Doctor put Confidence 
more than another, it was his tent-pole. There was a 
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decided bend in the middle of it, but he used to argue^ 
on sound anatomical, mathematical, and physical prin- 
ciples, that the bend was a decided improvement, and 
he believed that no power of iEolus could ever shake it. 
He looked on the pole blandly, as he looks at all things, 
put his hand out, and shook it. * Why, man, said he, 
reproachfully, it's all right — ^that pole would stand for 
ever,' and then he crouched down and burrowed under 
his bed clothes. Scarcely had he given the last con- 
vulsive heave of the blanket which indicates perfect 
comfort and satisfaction, when a harsh screaming 
sound, increasing in violence as it approached, struck 
us with horror. As it passed along we heard the snap- 
ping of tent poles, and the sharp crack of timber and 
canvas. On it came, * a mighty and strong wind ;' 
the pole broke off short in the middle, as if it were 
glass, and in an instant we were pressed down and half 
stifled by the heavy folds of the wet canvas, which 
beat us about the head with the greatest fury." — Mr, 
W. H, BusselVs Letters to the Times. 

Is it not thus that men are continually 
placing undue confidence in the durability 
of their earthly tabernacles, till a strong 
wind fi:om the wilderness suddenly smites 
the frail tenement of the mortal body, and 
it falls to the ground in a moment ? Yea, 
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is it not thus that the words of the poet 
are continually verified — 

" All men think all men mortal but themselves/' 

However suddenly themortal tentaofother* 
maybe blown down, most men are strongly 
disposed to confide in the durability of their 
own. But, reader, let us take earnest heed 
lest we also imbibe this common and fatal 
error. Let us pray for grace to enable us 
to become daily more and more sensible of 
the exceeding firailness and uncertainty of 
the duration of the tabernacles of our mortal 
bodies ; and let us by God's help pursue the 
only course which is at all suitable to the 
frailness and uncertainty of our condition 
here, and by the continual exercise of re- 
pentance towards God and faith towards 
our Lord Jesus Christ let us live in constant 
readiness for our departure £rom this world. 

If we really do this, we shall then — and 
not till then — ^be able to make the language 
of St. Paul our own, and to say firom the 

D 
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heart, ^^ We know that if our earthly taber- 
nacle is dissolved, we have a building of 
God, a house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens." 

The Scriptures frequently speak of man 
as a sojourner upon earth. Now, a sojourner 
is a temporary resident in a place: and is 
not the tenure by which man holds his earthly 
tabernacle of so frail and perishable a na- 
ture that, when considered as an inhabitant 
of this lower world, man is a temporary 
resident indeed ! 

The spider's most attenuated thread 
Is cord, is cable, to man's tender tie 
On earthly bliss ; it breaks at every breeze. 

Death is ite breaHng of ihe mainspring 
of the beautiftJ machinery of the human 
frame; or, to employ the metaphor now 
under review, it is the snapping asunder of 
the tent-pole of this earthly tabernacle. 

The universal experience of mankind in 
all ages confirms the truth of those declara- 
tions of Scripture from which we learn that 
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" here we have no abiding city ;" and well 
is it for US if by God's grace we can truly 
add with St. Paul, ^^ but we seek one to 
come." 

Let us now consider the practical lessons 
which we should endeavour to learn from 
this description (which we know to be true) 
of the frailness and uncertainty of our mor- 
tal condition. 

Let the subject before us teach us to 
strive by help of Divine grace to keep our- 
selves imspotted from the world ; to cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and 
of the spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear 
of the Lord ; and, in general, to conduct 
ourselves as strangers and sojourners in 
search of a better country, that is, an hea- 
venly. 

Some might be disposed to draw quite 
an opposite conclusion to that of the necessity 
of abstinence from the fact that we are only 
sojourners, or temporary residents upon 
earth. 
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Such might be disposed to exclaim with 
the sensualists of old time, " Let us crown 
ourselves with rose-buds before they fade. 

The kind of reasoning employed might 
be something like the following: '^ Seeing 
that here we have no abiding city, and that 
ourselves and our earthly enjoyments are 
rapidly fading away, and are of very un- 
certain duration, let us at any rate make 
the most of them whilst they do last, and 
let us at least seek from them all the enjoy- 
ment which they are capable of aflFording 
us — ^transient and fleeting though that en- 
joyment be !'' 

This is no imaginary argument, and such 
reasoning as I have described was actually 
employed by the ancient heathens to urge 
men to enjoy themselves in this world whilst 
they could, from the consideration of the 
shortness and uncertainty of himian life* 

In reply to these Epicurean sentiments I 
would observe that some weight might be 
attached to such reasoning if man were 
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simply an animal and intellectual being, and 
nothing more ; and such an argument might 
Hot be without its bearing if, when man 
died, he was like the beasts that perish. 
But all reasoning of this kind becomes the 
most extreme folly when we come to view 
man (as the word of God calls upon us to 
view him) as an immortal being, whose soul 
will live for ever. 

That the unbelievers of old really did 
draw the conclusion that man should in- 
dulge in all the worldly enjoyments he 
could get hold of, from the fact that he is a 
stranger and ' sojourner upon the earth^-is 
evident from the expression, '' Let us eat 
and drink for to-morrow we die." 

That this reasoning (though, perhaps, not 
imnatural to man in his fallen and imre- 
newed state) is destructive in its tendency is 
evident from the fact that it implies, in the 
first place, forgetfiilness of the ffreat end of 
our being in this world, which is to get to 
heaven through the merits of Christ 



42 THE FALLEN TENT. 

Our position here in earth is that of tra- 
Tellers who have a long and important 
journey before them; and therefore it is 
necessary for us to be abstemious and spa- 
ring on the road^ and continually to press 
on towards heaven, which is our eternal 
home. 

Homer speaks of those who had eaten of 
the fruit of the lotos-tree as forgetting their 
native country, and undoubtedly those who 
act upon the principle expressed in the 
words, " Let us eat and drink for to-morrow 
we die" — ^will soon find the affections of 
their hearts so engrossed by their worldly 
enjoyments, that they will no longer seek 
to get to heaven with any earnestness, or 
religious longing ; and will at length prac- 
tically forget that heaven is the grand end 
and aim of our mortal pilgrimage. 

They are like those who, having set out 
on an important journey with a specific ob- 
ject in view, suffer themselves to be beguiled 
by the pleasures of the passing hour, and 
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by the enjoyments with which they meet- 
on the road, that they lose all desire for, 
and all thought of, the grand object with 
which they set out, which was no other 
than to reach their journey's end in safety. 

To the inquiry, why is the sentiment ex- 
pressed in the words, '' Let us eat and drink 
for to-morrow we die," destructive in its 
tendency ? I answer, in the second place, 
St. Peter has shown the reason when he 
says, ^^ Dearly beloved, I beseech you, as 
strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 
lusts which war against the soul ; " and the 
prophet has shown it too in the words, 
"Arise ye and depart, for this is not your 
rest, because it is polluted." 

Some have become so keenly alive to the 
dangers which meet them at every turn in 
their earthly pilgrimage — dangers which 
threaten to rob them of their salvation, and 
which (if yielded to) will destroy their souls 
eternally — ^that they have fled from the 
world altogether, and have thought to make 
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sure of heaven by retiring into soKtude, and 
so getting out of the way of all woridly 
temptations. How mistaken such conduct 
is has been clearly shown by an able mo- 
dem divine in the following words. 

" The idea is chimerical that all we have to do to 
flee from the world is to avoid contact with society. 
Vain hope ! In the heart of deserts and in the deepest 
soUtudes we may yet find the world. It lies in the 
depths of our heart. The world consists of our pas- 
sions, which solitude does not extinguish, and to which 
it sometimes lends fresh energies. The evils and trbu-* 
hies of life come from our not being able to escape from 
our natural corruption ; a corruption which follows us 
to the recesses of forests and deserts, as it accompanies 
us into the streets and squares of our cities. 

There are dangers in social life ! Certainly, I be- 
lieve it ; they are such as to make us tremble. But 
God is doubtless not ignorant of this ; it is not certainly 
for nothing that he has promised his Holy Spirit ; or 
that Jesus has said to his disciples, ' In the world ye 
shall have afflictions ; but be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world.' Since it has pleased God to 
place us in those formidable relations, can we doubt 
that his grace provides for the exigencies which are his 
work ? To believe otherwise would be to call in ques- 
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tion the g^oodness and perhaps the justice of God. 
Ties of family and of country, culture of arts and of 
knowledge, industrial and social activity, ye are the in- 
dispensable conditions of our existence; ye are the 
road through which we must pass : but ye are not the 
end of our being. That end is heaven. But the error 
lies in confounding the road with the end, the means 
with the result. The error lies in attaching ourselves 
to earth, which is the road, not to heaven, which is the 
end. 

St. Paul does not say. Do not occupy yourselves with 
the things of the earth ; but. Do not set your affections 
on the things of the earth. Act as travellers who give 
to their business all requisite attention, but are in haste 
to return to their native land. Act, — but for heaven ; 
labour,— but for God." — Discours par. A. Vinet. 
fUn^. Trans. J 

Life has no value as an end, but means ; 

An end deplorable ! a means divine ! 

When 'tis our all, 'tis nothing ; worse than nought ; 

A nest of pains : when held as nothing, much. 

What, under Grod, will be the efltect of 
duly considering ourselves as sojourners in 
this world, and as travellers on their way 
to the city prepared for them ? I answer — 
Such considerations ought to urge us to be 
upon our guard against all those who would 
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decoy us into the bye-paths of sin, and 
would cause us to wander out of the way 
which leads to the heavenly Sion. Does not 
our position here (which is that of strangers 
and sojourners) urge us in the strongest way 
to study the causes which would hinder us 
from safely reaching our destination, and 
to avoid them ? What are those causes 
which (if we take not heed) will eflFectually 
hinder us from reaching the Celestial Ca- 
naan ? I answer — Too great a love of this 
world, and so to set our hearts upon the 
enjoyments provided for us on the road^ as 
to become forgetful of and careless about, 
the great end of our mortal pilgrimage. 
And yet how many calling themselves 
Christians are found to do this ! Let the 
consideration of the fact that man is only a 
sojourner^ or temporary resident^ upon earth, 
urge us to use more diligence than ever, in 
dependence on divine grace, in walking in 
the narrow way which leads to heaven. 
Let it stir us up to seek more earnestly than 
we have hitherto done to be saved through 
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Christ for ever. Indeed, reader, tHs is 
certain, that the soul which is truly sensible 
of the vanity of the creature, will continu- 
ally strive to fix its best affections on the 
Creator and Redeemer. Such will be able 
to exclaim, " Turn away mine eyes lest 
I behold vanity, and quicken thou me in 
thy way ;" the language of such will be, 
^^ As the hart desireth the water-brooks, so 
longeth my soul after thee, O Grod:" Such 
will be able to say from the heart, ^^Whom 
have I in heaven but thee, and there is 
none upon earth that I desire in com- 
parison of thee:" and when the last hour 
shall come such will be able to add, '^ My 
flesh and my heart faileth ; but Grod is the 
strength of my heart, and my portion for 
ever." 

O ye blest scenes of permanent delight ! 

Full above measure ! lasting beyond bound ! 

A perpetuity of bliss is bliss. 

Could ye, so rich in rapture, fear an end, 

That ghastly thought would drink up all your joy, 

And quite unparadise the realms of light. 



READING IV. 

CAST DOWN BUT NOT DESTROYED. 



THERE are few spots in the world which 
at the present time possess a deeper 
interest for Englishmen than the Cemetery 
at Cathcart's hill in the neighbourhood of 
Sebastopol. 

In that Cemetery now repose the mortal 
remains of many of those heroic men who 
fell in the Crimea. 

The place where the ashes of those noble 
warriors repose must always be dear to the 
heart of every Englishmen to whom civil 
and religious freedom is dear; whilst to 
the bereaved relatives of those heroes Cath- 
cart's hill Cemetery must possess a thrilling 
interest too intense for words to describe. 
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Though many of the tombs in that Ceme- 
tery afford interesting subjects of contem- 
plation, it is to the following inscription on 
one of them, that the reader's attention will 
now be directed. 

" Here lie the mortal remains of Captain 
Edward Stanley, 57th Regiment, killed at 
the Battle of Inkermann, Nov. 5th, 1854, to 
whose memory this stone is erected by the 
men of his company. — Cast down hut not 
destroyed: 2 Cor. iv. 9." 

Here, reader, let us pause and meditate 
awhile on those blessed words of Holy 
Scripture which are engraven on Captain 
Stanley's tomb. 

"Cast down but not destroyed:'' how 
acciu^tely do these words describe the state 
of the Christian warrior in his conflicts with 
his spiritual adversaries during his mortal 
pilgrimage. 

Although warfare in general is eminently 
figurative of the spiritual conflicts which 
every true Christian has to encounter during 
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his sojourn upon earth ; yet there axe some 
special circumstances connected with the bat- 
tle of Inkermann which render that awftd 
struggle a peculiarly appropriate emblem 
of the spiritual warfare. 

What those special circumstances are the 
following passage will clearly show. 

" The battle of Inkermann admits of no description. 
It was a series of dreadful deeds of daring, of sanguinary 
hand-to-hand fights, of despairing rallies, of desperate 
assaults — in glens and valleys, in brushwood glades 
and remote dells, hidden from all human eyes, and 
from which the conquerors, Russian and British, issued 
only to engage fresh foes." — Mr. W. H, BusselVs 
Letters to the Times, 

Ah ! Is it not thus that victory is won 
over the temptations of the enemies of our 
salvation ? Is it not thus that the faithful 
soldiers of Christ have victory and triumph 
over the world, the flesh, and the devil? 
Are not the Christian's conflicts with his 
spiritual enemies for the most part hand-to- 
hand fights in remote places, and hidden 
fi'om all human eyes ? 
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And when thus engaged in an arduous 
conflict with his spiritual adversaries do not 
the words, '' Cast down but not destroyed," 
fiiithfiilly describe the feelings of the Chris- 
tian warrior's heart ? 

"When the strife is fierce and long" 
with the world — ^when alluring temptations 
render the conflict peculiarly arduous and 
difficult, what words can better express the 
feelings of the true Christian than these ? 

When the faithful man is assaulted by 
the attacks of "fierce ambition," is it not 
in solitude far from all human eyes, (like 
the hand-to-hand conflicts at Inkermann) 
that the soldier of Christ gains the mastery 
over this proud foe of his salvation ; and is 
not the conflict sometimes so severe that 
though not absolutely defeated he is suffici- 
ently hard pressed by the attacks of ambi- 
tion to be ready to exclaim, " Cast down 
but not destroyed," 

When too the stinging darts of avarice 
are hurled at the heart of the Christian 
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warrior will not his lips often give utterance 
to the same words ? Nor when the arrows 
of unhallowed desire are aimed at the 
Christian's heart will the exclamation be 
less appropriate ; since when the flesh lust- 
eth against the spirit and causeth a war in 
the members, the godly man will be ready 
to say, ^^Cast down but not destroyed," 
and by the help of Divine grace he will 
overcome the temptation. 

When moreover the devU assaults the 
soldier of ChAt; when he caste hi, fiery 
darts at the Christian warrior so that he can 
hardly stand against them, even then, by 
the strengthening grace of the Holy Spirit 
he will be enabled to say, '^ Cast down but 
not destroyed." 

When moreover the last conflict of all 
arrives, and the Christian is called to sus- 
tain a hand-to-hand solitaiy struggle with 
death — even then, by the grace of Grod 
strengthening him, he can say, '' Cast down 
but not destroyed ;" even then he can make 
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the language of St. Paul his own, " death, 
where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy 
?nctory?" — ^yea, even then, he can say, 
'' Eejoice not against me, mine enemy: 
when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in 
darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto 
me." 

But there is an opposite side to this pic- 
ture, which must now be presented to the 
mind of the reader. 

The case we have hitherto considered has 
been exclmively that of the faithful Christian 
Boldier, who, though cast down at times, 
nevertheless continues to the last fighting 
manfully against the enemies of his salva- 
tion, and who, therefore, is not finally 
destroyed, but, on the contrary, is eventually 
more than conqueror through Christ who 
has loved us. 

There are, however, many professing 
Christians who do not stedfastly maintain 
the conflict against the world, the flesh, and 
the devil. Such persons, though professing 
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to fight under Christ^s banner, are found 
to succumb to their spiritual adversaries, 
and therefore, instead of obtaining the final 
victory, are not only cast down, but at 
length bring themselves to destruction both 
in body and in soul. 

In order to avoid such a dreadful final 
issue of the struggle as this, let us carefiilly 
consider the only means whereby the con- 
flict with our spiritual adversaries can be 
brought to a successftd close. 

This important part of divine knowledge 
is well taught by St. Paul in the following 
words : 

^' Take unto you the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to withstand in 
the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 
Stand, therefore, having your loins girt 
about with truth, and having on the breast- 
plate of righteousness ; and your feet shod 
with the preparation of the gospel of peace ; 
above all, taking the shield of faith, where- 
mth ye shall be able to quench all the fiery 
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darts of the wicked, and take the helmet 
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God : praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all per- 
severance and supplication for all saints." 
Ephesians vi. 13 — 18. 

Let it be earnestly considered that this 
conflict between light and darkness — good 
and evil — ^is continually going on in the 
case of every Christian of every age and of 
every station in life; the conflict is more par- 
ticularly interesting with regard to young 
people, whilst it is not yet marjifest which 
side they will take — that of holiness, or of 
wickedness — of godliness, or of iniquity — 
of Christ, or of the devil. 

How very important then that children 
should be provided with the sword of the 
Spirit, that is, should be diligently instructed 
in God's holy word. 

The spiritual conflict will come soon 
enough upon them, and, when it does come, 
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will generally be found to be sharp enough, 
and severe enough, to try to the utmost the 
religious principles of those young people 
who are best equipped, and best prepared 
for the struggle — Whence we may imagine 
how deplorable in that hour of trial must be 
the condition of those young persons who 
are suffered to grow up without proper 
instruction in God's holy word, and who 
are consequently called upon to encounter 
the attacks of their spiritual adversaries, 
Without being prepared for the conflict. 

All persons naturally feel an interest in a 
contest of any kind — and whenever there 
is a well-disputed strife for the mastery 
between two contending parties, the strug- 
gle is watched with great interest, and the 
result looked for with intense anxiety : and 
is it not lawfiil to conclude from some ex- 
pressions of Holy Scripture, that the conflict 
between good and evil which is going on 
in the heart of every human beiag is 
watched with great interest by good angels 
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on the one hand, and by evil angels on the 
other? And interesting as it may be to 
unbodied spirits to watch the conflict in 
persons of every time of life — ^we can readily 
imagine that the conflict between good and 
evil, virtue and vice, sin and holiness, which 
is going on in the hearts of young people, 
must possess an interest peculiarly intense. 

We know that ^^ there is joy in the pre- 
sence of the angels of God over one sinner 
that repenteth;" but, since prevention is 
better than cure, may we not believe that 
even greater joy must be felt by good angels 
when a young person is enabled to overcome 
the temptations of the world, the flcsli, and 
the devil ; and though fiercely assaulted by 
the powers of darkness, is enabled to with- 
stand in the evil day, and having done all, 
to stand ? 

And oh ! whilst the result of the conflict 
is still trembling in the balance, and it still 
seems doubtful whether sin or holiness will 
triumph, we can scarcely imagine with what 
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interest good and bad angels would look on 
— and if the young Christian gains the vic- 
tory over the powers of evil, good angels 
will rejoice with an exceeding great joy ; 
but if he is overcome by the temptation bad 
angels will exult with malignant and fiend- 
ish gladness. 

All Christians must undergo this conflict. 
'Tis true that you cannot witness the con- 
flict between good and evil which is going 
on in the hearts of those around you ; since 
that conflict is maintained for the most part 
in secluded silence (like the hand-to-hand 
fights at Inkermann), and is unseen by any 
human eye : nevertheless, the conflict is not 
the less real on that account, and the results 
of that contest will continually come under 
your observation. 

In the case of those persons who are de- 
feated in the conflict with their spiritual 
adversaries, the results of that defeat will be 
manifest mihoidepravation of character whic^ 
always accompanies the habitual practice of 
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wickedness and vice, and which inevitably 
takes place in those who yield to temptation. 
On the other hand, in the case of those 
faithful servants of Christ who by God's 
grace are enabled to overcome temptation, 
you will witness those results as they are 
manifested in the holiness and uprightness 
of their lives, which are spent in the diligent 
practice of all godliness and honesty. 



READING V. 

ADULTERATION OP FOOD. 



EVERY one must have been struck with 
the evidence recently given before a 
committee of the House of Commons respec- 
ting the adulteration of food. 

Though the English people had long 
known that a good deal of that sort of work 
was practised by imprincipled English tra- 
ders, yet few, I think, before that evidence 
was published, were aware of the vast ex- 
tent to which those adulterations are carried, 
or of the systematic plan on which they are 
conducted. 

It is no new thing for articles of clothing 
to be counterfeited; but that the food of 
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the people should be so systematically cor- 
rupted is an enormity, by the practice of 
which some modern traders greatly surpass 
in pernicious dishonesty their predecessors 
of olden time. 

Five centures ago Langland, in the Vision 
of Piers Plowman, thus speaks of similar 
dishonesty among the traders of his day : 

^ ^Brewers and bakers, butchers and cooks, 
of all men upon the earth are those who work 
most harm to poor people, who are compel- 
led by poverty to purchase piece-meal ; for 
often and often they defraud the people 
by their unfair trading, in order to enrich 
themselves, and to acquire rents with that, 
with which poor people should be fed." 

Great as wag the injury inflicted upon 
poor people by those ancient rogues, they 
must be confessed to have been mere nov- 
ices in the art of deception, when their 
practices are compared with those nefarious 
ones which are now carried on, and which 
were brought to light by the Parliamentary 
inquiry referred to. 

F 
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Two centuries later than Langland, Bishop 
Latimer, thus spoke with just indignation 
of the dishonesty of the traders of his time. 

^^ If his cloth be xvn. yards long, he will 
set him on a rack, and stretch him with 
ropes, and rack him till the sinews shrink 
again, whilst he hath brought him to xvm. 
yards. When they have brought him to 
that perfection, they have a pretty feat to 
thick him again. He makes a powder for 
it, and plays the poticary. They call it 
flock powder." 

What would have been the honest indig- 
nation of the good man could he have 
perused the evidence on the adulteration of 
food lately given before the Parliamentary 
Committee ? 

What unwholesome concoctions are often 
sold for that which is described as port wine ! 
what hurtful mixtures are often passed off 
for that which is sold as genuine milk, beer, 
tea, coffee and chocolate ! Yea ! what per- 
nicious compounds are introduced into the 
"staff of life", so that even household bread, 
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instead of being a genuine article, is often 
compounded of many baneful and noxious 
ingredients ! Who can read tbe evidence 
referred to without being struck with the 
truth of the words, ^^He that maketh haste 
to be rich shall not be innocent." 

What a vast load of guilt must rest upon 
the consciences of those men who, to in- 
crease their worldly gains, do not scruple 
thus to defraud the public, and to injure 
the health of the community at large ! 

But the recent evidence respecting the 
adulteration of bodily food may well sug- 
gest the inquiry, is there no adulteration 
of the mental food which is purveyed to the 
minds of the EngHsh people in the present 
day? Are no pernicious compounds sub- 
stituted for wholesome nutriment by those 
who are the purveyors of literary food to 
the nation ? Alas ! Is there not reason to 
fear that adulteration in this department is 
carried on to a most fearful and injurious 
extent ? 

Shall I speak of the countless tales which 
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flow incessantly from the press, and many 
of which are so highly coloured as to pro- 
duce an excitement as hortftd to the reader's 
mind, as dram drinking is to the body ? 

Shall I speak of the injurious effects 
produced upon the minds of the young by 
an excessive perusal of works of fiction? 

Has not excessive novel reading produced 
in the minds of many yoimg people a con- 
firmed distaste for more solid and substantial 
mental food ? 

Not to speak of religious books, which to 
tastes thus vitiated are altogether intolerable, 
are not even histories and standard literary 
works cast aside as too dry aiid uninviting 
for their perusal? 

Inconsequence of the wide-spread adul- 
teration of bodily food, these honest traders 
will besought out and more than overvalued, 
who are always careful to supply a genuine 
article to their customers, and whose goods 
can be relied upon with confidence. 

Would that we were equally alive to the 
importance of obtaining genuine food and 
sustenance for the mind ! 
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K we fail to do this, our intellectual powers 
will necessarily become enfeebled and im- 
paired. 

Not only are the intellectual powers of 
people injured by the pernicious ingredients 
contained in adulterated literature; but their 
immortal souls also are grieviously suffering 
in consequence of their being fed in many 
instances with the garbage of a spurious 
theology instead of the pure and unadul- 
terated word of life. 

Those old adulterations of spiritual food, 
which have long been practised in the world, 
are widely prevalent in our time. 

What more adulterated spiritual food can 
the souls of men receive, than when they 
are taught to consider ritual observances 
and ecclesiastical ceremonies to be the 
weightier matters of the law, and are in- 
structed to regard the one sacrifice of Christ, 
justification by faith in his atoning blood, 
and renewal of heart by the Holy Spirit, as 
matters of only secondary and subordinate 
importance. 
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At the time of the Reformation man 
godly English people sought with a very 
keen appetite genuine food for their souls, 
and eschewed (in spite of threatened tor- 
tures and a cruel death) adulterated spiritual 
provision. 

Bp. Latimer in one of his letters to Lord 
Cromwell, makes use of the following words: 

^^]Vlr. Doctor Barnes, hath preached here 
with me at Hartlebury, and at my request 
at Winchester, and also at Evesham. Surely 
he is alone in handling a piece of Scripture, 
and in setting forth of Christ he hath no fellow. ^^ 

In the foregoing extract how forcibly has 
Bp. Latimer expressed in a few brief words 
the grand employment of the Christian min- 
ister ! That grand employment is — or ought 
to be — ^Hhe setting forth of Christ" in his 
glorious person and offices as our prophet, 
priest, and king! 

It is only when this grand employment 
of the Christian minister is faithfully exe- 
cuted, that genuine spiritual food can be 
administered to the souls of the hearers ; 
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and that a portion of wholesome divine 
meat can be given in due season unto men. 

Truly 'Ho set forth Christ" is indeed to 
preach the Gospel in all its fulness, since 
such preaching necessarily includes the 
setting forth of the duties, the hopes, and 
the encouragements of the faithful penitent, 
when viewed in their inseparable relation to 
the person and work of Christ. 

Dr. Barnes must indeed have been a man 
endowed with rare pulpit talents, since in 
an age of learned preachers he was pro- 
nounced, by one well qualified to form an 
opinion, to have had no fellow in setting 
forth Christ. 

We can hardly enter into the warmth of 
the religious feelings of the devoted Christ- 
ians of those days, since for ages before 
that period little else had been set forth io 
the people but the praises of the saints (ftuil 
creatures like themselves), the adoration of 
images and of the consecrated host, and the 
virtue of making pilgrimages to the '^ rotten 
and rotting relics of saints" : 
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In other words, the setting forth of many 
previous centuries haxlbeen, not Christ, but 
the dreams of men and the will-worship of 
Popery. 

That the setting forth of Christ by Dr. 
Barnes — and by men like-minded with him 
— did produce in God's hand a marvellous 
effect upon the people is evident from the 
fact that simple and unlearned persons were 
thereby encouraged to welcome torture and 
death in their most hideous forms rather 
than by consenting to popish idolatry to 
deny their Blessed Saviour who had loved 
them so well as to die upon the cross for 
their Redemption. 

When we consider the eagerness with 
which godly persons in those days sought 
the genuine bread of life, must we not ac- 
knowledge with shame the lukewarmness 
and sinful indifference with which we regard 
this vitally important question ? Alas ! that 
we should manifest so little anxious concern 
as to whether our souls are fed with the 
pure bread of life, or with the garbage of a 
ous and adulterated theology ! 
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If this last description affords a true pic- 
ture of our past practice, let such conduct 
be ours no longer. 

Let us avoid adulterated spiritual food as 
cautiously as we should avoid the wares of 
a trader known to deal in adulterated bodily 
food. 

May the ministers of the Gospel take 
earnest heed that they receive from Christ 
the food which they dispense to others as 
the bread of life, and may it be their con- 
tinual prayer that they may have their own 
souls nourished by, and may live upon, that 
genuine spiritual sustenance which they are 
the means of dispensing to their fellow-sin- 
ners : Then would they be able to exclaim 
with St. Paul, ^^ We are not, as many, which 
corrupt the word of God : but as of sincerity, 
but as of God, in the sight of God speak we 
in Christ." 2. Cor. ii. 17. 

May all Christians, whether ministers or 
people^ earnestly seek to have their souls 
continually fed with the true bread which 
came down from heaven, and which is alone 
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able to satisfy the craving hunger of the 
soul. 

If we really did this, then we should feel 
that hunger and thirst after righteousness 
which can only be satisfied with the pure 
and unadulterated word of life — the truth 
as it is in Jesus : Then we should possess, 
whilst we live here on Earth, that blessing 
which the Redeemer pronounced when he 
said, ^^ Blessed are they which hunger and 
thirst after righteousness for they shall be 
filled"; and then, hereafter, through the 
merits of Christ, we should realize by happy 
experience the truth of the words, ^^ Blessed 
is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom 
of God." 



READING VI. 



THE CAPTURE OF SEBASTOPOL. 



SEBASTOPOL has faUen at last! How 
many and how formidable were the oV 
stacles to be overcome before that event 
could be accomplished! What multitudes 
destroyed in the trenches and by the attacks 
of the enemy! What grievous privations 
endured by the troops in consequence of 
deficient supplies of food, clothing, and 
shelter! How many soldiers swept off by 
the cholera! How many destroyed by the 
shells and balls of the enemy! 

And yet — in spite of all these reverses, 
and of the destruction of so many of their 
fellow-soldiers — the residue of the allied 
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armies persevered to the very last, and toiled 
on in spite of hardships, dangers, and im- 
pending death, till they eventually succeed- 
ed in taking the place. 

The perseverance of a besieging army (such 
as that which was shown by our brave 
countrymen and their allies during the siege 
of Sebastopol) affords a valuable lesson gf 
the way in which, as christians, we should 
persevere in besieging the throne of grace 
with ^^ diligent, fervent, and effectual pray- 
er". 

It was thus that the Blessed Saviour him- 
self exhorted all his followers to persevere 
in prayer, when he spake a parable unto 
them to this end, that men ought always to 
pray and not to faint. 

^' There was in a city a judge, which 
feared not God, neither regarded man: And 
there was a widow in that city; and she 
came unto him, saying. Avenge me of mine 
adversary. And he would not for awhile; 
but afterward he said within himself, though 
I fear not God ; nor regard man ; yet because 
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this widow troubleth me I will avenge her, 
lest by her continual coming she weary me. 
And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust 
judge saith. And shall not God avenge his 
own elect, which cry day and night unto 
him, though he bear long with them ? I tell 
you that he will avenge them speedily. 
Nevertheless, when the Son of man cometh, 
shall he find faith in the earth." St. Luke 
XVIII. 1—9. 

These exhortations to persevering prayer 
did not always fall upon unwilling and in- 
attentive ears : Some of the hearers, at least, 
obeyed these exhortationg, since the words 
of the Blessed Saviour are, ^^The kingdom 
of Heaven suffereth violence and the violent 
take it by force." 

Nor, after our Blessed Saviour's ascension, 
did the zeal of the Apostles and their im- 
mediate followers wax cold in this important 
particular : So far was this from being the 
case, that we often find them engaged for 
whole nights together in earnest and united 
prayer to God. 

a 
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When Herod had taken Peter and kept 
him in prisoii, we find Aat "prayer was 
made without ceasing of the Gmrch unto 
God for imn" : And when the faithful were 
driven from city to city by their unrelenting 
persecutors, we find them continually meet- 
ing together in secluded places where 
"prayer was wont to be made," and there 
pouring out their fervent supplications to 
the Father of mercies and the God of all 
comfort. 

How weU is such godly zeal symbolized 
by a protracted siege, such as that which 
terminated ydth the capture of Sebastopol. 

Who shall say what untold treasures of 
spiritual benediction and grace were bes- 
towed upon the Apostles and others, who 
persevered long in besieging the throne of 
grace with their fervent and efiectual pray- 
ers? 

How abimdant was the grace bestowed 
upon them, and which they found sufficient 
to help them in every time of need ! 

What wisdom, which none of their ad- 
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versaries were able to gainsay or resist, was 
vouchsafed unto them ! What boldness did 
they manifest in the cause of Christ! A 
boldness which enabled them to confound 
the learned and powerful enemies of the 
Gospel. 

How deeply was a believing sense of 
God's mercy in Christ Jesus engraven upon 
iheir hearts ! So deeply, that it enabled one 
of them to exclaim, '^God forbid that I 
should glory, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified 
unto me, and I unto the world." 

How great was the support under tribu- 
lation which God bestowed upon them ! So 
great, that it enabled St. Paul to say, (even 
when assured that in every city bonds and 
afilictions awaited him), ^^None of these 
things move me, neither count I my life 
dear unto myself so that I might finish my 
course with joy." 

How unspeakably great was the Divine 
consolation afforded to these holy besiegers 
of the throne of grace ! So great, that it not 
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only enabled them to be patient and sub- 
missive to the Divine will in all their troubles 
and persecutions, but even strengthened 
them to rejoice in tribulations also. 

And why is it that we-^-the degenerate 
Christians of modem days — ^gain little or 
no share of the spiritual benediction and 
grace of which the Apostles and first Christ- 
ians so abundantly partook ? The answer is 
' — Because we do not, as they did, besiege 
the throne of mercy with fervent and effec- 
tual prayer. 

We have seen that the perseverance of 
the allied armies, in the face of almost 
insurmountable difficulties and dangers, is 
a true emblem of the perseverance of the 
Apostles and first Christians in their 
eai'nest prayers and supplications : 

These reflections may well suggest the 
inquiry, do our prayers partake of anything 
like the same perseverance as theirs ? 

Would Sebastopol have ever been taken, 
if the samelukewarmness had been manifes- 
ted by the allied armies as we manifest in 
ourpjJibMo and private devotions? r 
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There is in us an almost total absence of 
that earnest zeal which alone could cause 
our prayers to resemble the perseverance 
of a besieging army-^a perseverance exer- 
cised in spite of the disheartening effect of 
innumerable repulses, failures, and disasters* 

What wonder then that we obtain so few 
of those spiritual blessings which God is 
ever ready to bestow upon those who 
persevere in prayer ? Let us then (instructed 
by the perseverance of the besiegers of 
Sebastopol), be more energetic and diUgent 
in besieging the throne of grace for the 
future? 

To this end let us continue instant in 
prayer, and in everything by pr^tyer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let us make 
our requests known with God. 

If we really do this, then undoubtedly a 
success would crown our endeavours resem- 
bling in a spiritual sense, the success of the 
conquering armies which captured Sebas- 
topol. 

Then undoubtedly the Lord would enable 
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US to rejoice in hope of the glory of Grod : 
Then we should certamly receive manifest 
tokens of the Divine feivour and blessing 
whilst we continue upon earth, and then 
there would hereafter be administered unto 
us an abundant entrance into God's eternal 
kingdom of glory through the merits and 
mediation of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 



Stoli Bto esiorfftf 



BY THE SAMl: AUTHOR, 
OMILETIOAIi SERMONS. 

••The IhaugfiU eoiimciated flow TtooI^ from Ujb lextj the 

beolpguml vkwtt nd^Dcatoii tiv itimfrmre^ uuj ore «uppormi 

^ ufauiiilaDt fjiiOUttOi^i), both fioni tlie Holy SciipturB« and 

abc-iu jitithors, tlie arguoipnt if clratr, and^ wh«t Iv ofgrait 

[iporiAuc-e, ilie seuienc^s ore short, " Utertcal J^Jumai^ 

LONDON I LONGMAN, BROWNi AND CO. 



78 



THE CAPTUEE OF SEBASTOPOL. 



US to rejoice in hope of the glory of Grod : 
Then we should certainly receive manifest 




I« 




